
 

Oneroa Kāhui Ako Teacher Only Day 

On Friday 1st June, 300 teachers from the seven schools in the Oneroa Kāhui Ako were treated 

to a thought-provoking professional development day. The theme of the day was ‘Creating a 

Happier, Healthier, more Engaged Community.’ 

 

Our keynote speaker, Kathryn Berkett, began the day with an engaging presentation with a 

neuro-scientific spin. She stressed the importance of taking time to reset yourself and that we 

can only be effective as professionals and as learners if we take the time to understand and 

proactively engage with the effect stress has on our brains and our bodies.  

 

Throughout the day, staff from across our 7 schools had the opportunity to attend workshops 

focusing on topics relating to the core work we are currently engaging in as a Kāhui Ako. Tony 

Ryan spoke with great passion and excitement about the future that awaits our children. John 

Meeske tackled anxiety and resilience while Jannie van Hees addressed cultural 

responsiveness in the classroom. Maria Riordan shared some tips around teacher well-being, 

Stu Duval engaged us through his journey as an author and Brian Annan opened our eyes to 

the possibility of a global community. Marie Hirst shared her passion for accelerating students in 

Mathematics while Michael Irwin shared his expertise around teaching boys. All workshops 

were thought-provoking and designed to challenge our practice in a positive manner. 

 

Further to these workshops, the day also gave our staff the chance to engage in collaborative 

discussions with colleagues from other schools, helping to build valuable connections. Thank 

you to the Kāhui Ako Within School Lead Teachers for facilitating these sessions and to all staff 

for making them so very worthwhile through your passionate sharing and collaboration. We look 

forward to these connections continuing to develop to the benefit of all our students. 

 

We’d like to extend a huge thank you to Northcross Intermediate School for hosting the event. 

Thank you to the staff and students who so generously shared their time and experience. The 

welcome we received and the organisation throughout the day was outstanding! 

 

Also a very big thank you to Loaves and Fishes who ensured that we were well looked after in 

terms of an outstanding lunch. 

 

We look forward to another day of collaborative learning in 2019. 

 

 

 



The Oneroa Kāhui Ako Student Leaders  Present: 

                             Logo Design Competition 

 

 

 
    

 

 

Who are we? 

The Oneroa Kāhui Ako is a group of 7 schools who are  working together to lift learning. 
We work and learn collaboratively, now and in the future. 
 

Why do we want a logo? 

We want people to know that we are a community and we are proud to be working together. 
A logo to represent all 7 of our schools will help bring us all together. 
The Oneroa Kāhui Ako is connected, collaborative, multicultural, bicultural, and we love our 
location by the sea.  
 

How can you get involved?  

Students in our Kāhui Ako can take part in designing a logo that will be a symbol for us as a 
community. It will be displayed across our schools.  
The logo can be hand drawn or electronically designed. Be creative! 
 

How to enter 

To enter the competition, you must send your design, along with your full name and Year Level to 
your school’s contact teacher, Linda Urwin at Torbay School  lurwin@torbay.school.nz 
Deadline for entries is Friday  27  July 2018.  

 

Judging the entries    
The top 3 designs from each school will be chosen and then the Principals will  select 3 finalists. The 3 finalists 
will have the opportunity to work with a graphic designer to finalise and perfect their design. The Principals will 
then choose the top design that will become the official logo of the Oneroa Kāhui Ako.  The 3 finalists and the 
winning designer will be notified by their school.  
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